16th Montfort Cup Interschool English Debate Competition 2024

To enhance students' public speaking and argumentation skills; to foster critical
thinking and analytical abilities; to promote collaboration and healthy competition
among schools and to discover the best debaters of the city, St. Montfort Sr. Sec.
School, Bhopal organised the 16th Montfort Cup Interschool English Debate
Competition for the students of Classes 9th to 12th on 17th August 2024 (Saturday)
from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm in the school auditorium.

As many as 36 participants from 18 prestigious school of Bhopal participated in it
which not only encouraged academic growth but also promoted camaraderie and
inter-school connections.

The event began with a warm welcome of Judges Panel and participating schools
from the organizers, followed by the lighting of the Lamp by the Vice Principal, Rev.
Bro. Gregory Ba, the Jury Members, Coordinators and the members of the
organising committee.

Program started with a divine prayer song to uplift the spirit of the event. Followed
by a brief orientation on the rules and regulations of the debate format. The
participating teams displayed a high level of preparation and eloquence throughout
the event and spoke in favour and against the motion on the topic, ‘Al is creating a
mental divide on personal and societal level’. They demonstrated their ability to
construct persuasive arguments, opposing points and respond to challenging
questions from the Judges panel.

The debaters displayed confidence in presenting their arguments before audience
and a panel of eminent jury members: Brigradier Sanjoy Ghosh; Ms Harshdeep
Kaur, Faculty of Communication Skills, S V Polytechnic College, Bhopal.

Towards the end of the heated but interesting debate which lasted over three hours,
finally St. Theresa’s Girls School was declared the winner and was presented the
overall champion, the Best School Trophy.

In the individual performance for the motion, Samiksha Tirkey of St. Theresa’s Girls

School bagged the Best Speaker Trophy while Tanu Gurjar of St. Paul’s
School received Best Speaker Runner-up Trophy. In against the motion category,
Sejal Yadav of Mount Carmel was adjudged the Best Speaker

and Harkeerat Kaur of St. Theresa’s Girls School was declared as the Best Speaker
Runner-up and received their trophies accordingly. Besides this, all participants
were given a certificate of participation and refreshment while teacher incharges of
different schools were given a souvenir as the token of gratitude.



Judges of the event, Brigradier Sanjoy Ghosh and Ms Harshdeep Kaur provided
their valuable feedback to the students and shared the tips to enhance their skills
towards the end of the program. Senior Coordinator, Ms Jyoti Vibin Nair in her
engaging speech conveyed message and congratulated all the stake holders of the
program on behalf of the Principal of the school. The event was well prepared by
Programme Co-ordinator, Mr. Krishna Kapil, Mrs. Samta Chawla and cabinet
members of the school.

The Vote of thanks was proposed by the Head Boy, Master Abhinav Jat & Cultural
Secretary, Ms. Catherine and the thoughtful day came to an end with the national
anthem.

By Mr. Krishna Kapil
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